


IPPC REPORT 

Source: www.ipcc.ch/sr15/chapter/spm/

http://www.ipcc.ch/sr15/chapter/spm/


EVENT SUSTAINABILITY GAP – GOOD INTENTIONS VS ACTION

Only 14% are believing that the industry has made 
a good progress. 

89% have identified sustainability as a priority. 

Source: GBTA – The State of Sustainability





CARBON FOOTPRINT OF A LIVE EVENT 

Source: https://greeneventninjas.com/the-dojo/revealing-look-carbon-footprint-of-an-event/

https://greeneventninjas.com/the-dojo/revealing-look-carbon-footprint-of-an-event/


<100g CO2

100 – 300g CO2

300 – 500g CO2

500- 700g CO2

>700g CO2

Electricity intensity: 
CO2 released to produce 1 KwH

SELECT A LOW CARBON INTENSITY COUNTRY



Vienna

Melbourne

Doha
Dubai

For an itinerary MEL-SYD, Qatar 
Airways is clearly a better option as 
it operates with 2 Airbus 350. 
Emirates uses A380 and B777, less 
efficient.

Qatar Airways via Doha: 3,4 tons of CO2 RT

Emirates via Dubai: 4,6 tons of CO2 RT

Each individual flight with Qatar 
Airways can save 1,2 tons of CO2

vs Emirates. It is equivalent to 
7,500km drive by car.

SELECT BETTER AIRCRAFT: EX. MELBOURNE - VIENNA



Taking a train is on 
average 20x less 
polluting than 
taking a plane (and 
much more in 
countries with 
decarbonised 
electricity such 
Sweden, France…)

=

USE TRAIN AS MUCH AS YOU CAN

The most polluting train pollutes far less than the most efficient plane...



CHOOSE MORE SUSTAINABLE HOTELS

EXAMPLE HOTEL 1

EXAMPLE HOTEL 2

EXAMPLE HOTEL 3



The impact of meat (especially beef) is 
significant - 50% is from CO2 and 50% from 
methane (CH4)

On average, a vegetarian meal consumes 
2.5 times less CO2 than a meal with meat

Communication has to be “careful” and not 
be seen as intrusive. Educating people is 
necessary because changing dietary habits 
is one of the most efficient way to decrease 
individual CO2 emissions
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Apple

Root Vegetables

Potatoes

Peas

Tomatoes

Avocado

Rice

Eggs

Pork

Fish (farmed)

Cheese

Prawns (farmed)

Coffee

Chocolate

Lamb & Goat

Beef

CO2 footprint (kg) of 1kg of...

Source: Poore & Nemecek (2018)

THE IMPACT OF FOOD



REDUCE FOOD WASTE 

AVERAGE EVENT FOOD WASTE

15% À 20% 

Source: https://insights.bcdme.com/blog/how-to-avoid-food-waste-at-meetings-and-events

https://insights.bcdme.com/blog/how-to-avoid-food-waste-at-meetings-and-events


CARBON FOOTPRINT OF A VIRTUAL EVENT

64%
Network data transfer

15%
Pre-event planning 

11%
Computer use during the 

event

Source: www.anthropocenemagazine.org/2021/02/virtual-conferences-have-a-low-climate-impact-but-not-zero/

http://www.anthropocenemagazine.org/2021/02/virtual-conferences-have-a-low-climate-impact-but-not-zero/


CARBON FOOTPRINT 

CALCULATOR



CALCULATOR OBJECTIVES

▪ Provide an easy-to-use tool that gives an accurate view of 

environmental impact of an event. Focus is on CO2, but other 

aspects have to be considered as well (ex plastic, water…)

▪ Influence decision makers (ex. meeting organizers) to make them 

choose more sustainable options.

▪ Educate organisers/attendees on key sustainability topics.



CALCULATOR: INPUT

Transportation

Accommodation 

F&B

Event location

…

Live vs Virtual vs Hybrid

Use of plastic



CALCULATOR RESULTS



EVALUATE SAVINGS 

During this event, we saved 11 370 kg of CO2 thanks to better choices & practices 

ACTIONS SAVINGS (KG OF CO2)

Fly better aircrafts

Replace Air by Train

Source seasonal food

Source local food

Source more vegetarian food

Goodies: pens instead of tee shirts

No plastic 

5 200

2 750

250

120

1 500

1 200

350





‘‘CLASSICAL‘‘ OFFSETTINGS DO NOT WORK

▪ 80% offsetting projects are not viable, according to last scientific studies. 

▪ Reasons are multiple: carbon price much too low, lack of additionality, uncertainty (giant fires in California 

destroyed trees planted as part of offsetting projects), double counting, « race to CO2 » - leading sometimes 

to monoculture which puts biodiversity at risk...etc 

▪ From a scientific perspective, no company can be neutral or net zero, at least short term. SBTI allows net zero 

claims, but only after a few years, when CO2 decreases have been achieved first.

It would not make sense to promise you carbon neutrality for your event. But we can propose 
advanced and innovative projects that make a real environmental impact.



FUNDING MORE EFFECTIVE PROJETCS 



THANK YOU


